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STATEMENT BY PETITIONER CARMEN M COLON

My name is Carmen M Colon. I’'m a divorced mother of three sons and | was born and raised in
Brooklyn by my father who is a retired NYC Homicide Detective.

As | was raised, | teach my sons that all the money in the world, all the luxuries and amenities,
all the positions of status, all the posturing and the popularity in this world means nothing —
absolutely nothing — when you reflect upon the importance of your life and find you are not
considered a person of integrity. The item and lesson of greatest value that | can pass on to my
sons, as my father has passed on to me —is that of my own integrity.

| am here as a petitioner, exercising my right as a tax paying citizen of NYC, to see where my tax
dollars are going, who is it going to, how is it being used and exactly who is responsible for
seeing this done properly.

As a resident of NYC, everyday | am held accountable, and if | don’t comply then | am penalized,
I am fined, | am taxed until my children and | are practically living on fumes.

| was raised to believe that public service is a privilege and a duty. “Some say and some do.” |
want elected officials to do what is right for their communities.
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Why aren’t we all exercising our right to question? The NYC Charter includes Section 1109 and
is written so that we can do exactly this — hold a special inquiry, ask for our representatives to
be even more transparent with their activities. This should be wanted by them as well; after all,
it’s their integrity that has come under fire.

| am disappointed that this has to occur because | have such respect for some of our elected
officials, but this is bigger than my personal feelings. If some of the members of the Council just
“went with the program, then maybe they need to rethink their careers or be retrained. For
those members of the Council that felt that their needs were above those of the people they
were paid and expected to serve, then this inquiry will show them for who they are.

In addition to that, what type of example would | be to my sons and to my family, if | don’t
practice what I preach and if | don’t do my duty as a tax paying citizen of NYC. Thank you.



